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- Saigon, Vietnam

A-2592
18 September 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR: The Ambassador |
SUBJECT ¢ Agrocment on Viet Cong Strength Figures

As I reported in our 14 Septenber conversntion, agreement has
becn roached between COMUSMACY and the representatives of CIA, DIA
and the Bureau of Intelligence and Research on the following esti-
mate of current Viet Cong strength:

HILITARY

Vain and Local Forces 119,000 - (119,000)
Administrative Services 35,000 - 40,000
Guerrilias 70,000 80,000
Total Military Force 224,000 - 249,000
POLITICAL CADRRE 75,000 - 85,000
Aggregate Total 299,000 334,000

The issue of the "irregulars" (self-defense, secrot solf-
defonse, aszault youth, etc.) derived from COMUSMACY strong feeling
that no quantified estimate of current sirength should be given
(sirc e this would give a number that could bs taken and used out
of context) and the nced felt in Washington for some form of order
of magnitude indication., This issue was regolved by treating the
subject in narrative form. A copy of the agreed draft text on thisg
topic was given to you on 14 September,

Though the above figures show an aggragate total, we in
Washington are of the strong conviction - ghared by our colleagues
in MACYV ~ that this aggregate total is meaningless and misleading,
Washington pudblications on this topic will not use or refer to any
such aggregate total. .

Though we have reached agroemont on a politionl cadre total
using pregsently accepted dofinitions, we 2180 agree that thesge
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fYiashipgton Reps.

NIE 14.3 28 August Draft . 11 Sept. MACV Briefing 11 Bept, HMACV Proposal Proposal
UILITARY T
Main & Loerl :

Forceo 121,000 - (121,000) 119,000 119,000 -~ (119,000) 119,000 - 119,000
Adnin Service 40,000 - 60,000 29,000 25,000 - 35,000 35,000 - 45,000
’“)rrillns 60,000 - 100,000 65,000 ) 75,000 - 95,000 75,000 - 95,000

Military -

Total 221,000 - 281,000 213,000 219,000 - 248,000 229,000 - 259,000
e ‘ (234,000)
POLITICAL 80,000 - (90,000) 85,060 70,000 - £0,000 80,000 20,000
: H
Aggregate :
Total 311,000 - 371,000 293,000 289,000 - 329,000 309,000 - 349,000
q -
sgcmreT 7
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